Learning Disabilities CAPED Interest Group

Joint Meeting

Monday, October 13, 2003

CAPED Conference
I. Welcome/Overview

At 11:45 a.m. Marlene Cvetko (mcvetko@msjc.edu), LD CIG Co-chair for Southern CA, opened the meeting and welcomed one and all. Other LD CIG Chairs in attendance were Milly Douthit from Crafton Hills College (mdouthit@crafton.sbccd.cc.ca.us), Co-Chair for Southern CA, and Bonnie Clark from Evergreen Valley College (Bonnie.Clark@evc.edu), Northern Chair.  

Correction: Tomorrow’s 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. LD CIG meeting listed in the CAPED Conference schedule was an error. Today’s meeting is the only LD CIG meeting.


II. Approval of Minutes

Discussion/corrections from April LD CIG minutes:

Northern CIG Minutes Corrections/Questions – MDTP has 3 tests covering 4 different levels, and is actually a 45 minute timed test no matter which one is chosen, not untimed (see page 3). 
Southern CIG Minutes Corrections/Questions – Marcia Krull (mkrull@pe.net)  suggested a change (via Milly to Sue Norton - nort1@owl.csusm.edu). The minutes said we would soon be able to upload WJ-III into CARS-W so the scores would be automatically usable without forms. This will not happen.

Northern and Southern CIG Minutes from 4/25/2003 at College of Alameda and Cypress College, as corrected: M/S/P (Moved/Seconded/Passed) to approve as corrected.

 
Treasurer’s Report and Membership Updates

LD CIG has $13,955.63, up from approximately $9800 last Fall, but down since April when it was in the $15,000 range. 

There are currently 79 LD Members identified as paid (prior to the conference), down from 187 last October – many members probably paid at the conference. If not, please remember to do so. 

Please encourage peers to join the LD CIG and pay their dues.


III. Old Business

A. Committee Reports:

a. Articulation & Transfer Cindy Owens of Cypress College, Diane Crary from Saddleback College, and Pauline Waathiq of DeAnza College -- Pauline said that it’s time to do a “best practices” workshop on articulation and transfer guidelines because all systems have changed their guidelines. The existing committee would like to propose a workshop for next CAPED Conference; send specific questions or concerns regarding transfer issues to Pauline (waathiqpauline@deanza.edu)  or Diane Crary at Saddleback (dcrary@saddleback.cc.ca.us) . Old forms are not relevant in most cases, and need to be updated. Work with your local transfer institutions to help ensure a seamless transition for students.

b. Professional Development Sue Norton (nort1@owl.csusm.edu) and Malia Flood (mflood@swc.cc.ca.us) – Sue reported that the WJ III Advanced Interpretation Workshop yesterday was well received. Last Spring there was an assessment/interpretation workshop, but it didn’t go over as well.

Negotiations with Riverside Publishing continue regarding putting WJ-III into CARS-W. It won’t be as easy to use in CARS-W as WJ-R, but may be available by January. Sue reminded the field that the WJ-R is 13 years old now, and should not be used any longer. Sue uses the Professional Certification section of CARS-W, and states that it is not a P.C., but she is using the area to record the standard scores. This eliminates the need for external forms for components 2 – 5 in the CC LD Model.

Psych Corp has updated their discount agreement; Riverside Publishing agreement needs to be updated. 

Question: When will the next training for LD Specialists from CCCCO be scheduled? January or Feb (pending adequate funding)

Question: Will there be another WAIS – III training? – Malia was keeping a list. Bonnie had a few requests. Recently just 11 or 12 people statewide expressed interest in this training. The CSU Sacramento Certificate includes this training now, and may be the best delivery method for certification in the future.

Question: What about WIAT training? – Psych Corp will arrange a workshop for 30 or more participants. Sue Norton (nort1@owl.csusm.edu) reported that Psych Corp could arrange a WIAT training in Northern CA if there’s enough interest, since the last one was in the South. Email Bonnie Clark (Bonnie.Clark@evc.edu) if you are interested.
 
c. Election to LD Advisory Group Sue Norton has been serving as the CAPED rep to the LD Field Advisory Board (CA Community Colleges) since David Aagard had to resign last spring.  . Ann Shaffer (schafea@scc.losrios.edu) volunteered; she lives in Sacramento so the meetings would be convenient for her. Rocky Dunn from American River College (dunner@csus.edu) expressed interest at the Northern LD CIG meeting last April.  She was nominated from the floor. 

Voting by members was inconclusive. Suzanne Patterson from Columbia College (pattersons@mail.yosemite.cc.ca.us) volunteered to organize and count an official e-mail vote. She will alert voters to refrain from responding to the whole listserve when they cast their ballots. 

B. CAPED Updates


a. Communiqué There is a plan to put parts of the Communiqué on the CAPED Website. Note: The LD CIG report was inadvertently left out of the final printing of the last issue, but it is in the Annual Report. Next deadline for articles is Nov. 10, 2003. Send Communiqué articles to Terri Goldstein at CSU Northridge (terri.goldstein@csuci.edu). Terri says “If you like to read the Communique, then you should write for the Communique”. 

b. CAPED Website www.caped.net  We’d like to update the LD info on the CAPED web site. Please send info to Terri Goldstein (terri.goldstein@csuci.edu) or Morri Glaser, CAPED webmaster.  A link is available at the CAPED website.

IV. New Business


a. Nominations & Election of Southern CIG Chair Sincere thanks to Marlene and Milly for their generous tenure of service as Southern Co-chairs.

i. Nomination of Co-chairs: Marlene Cvetko from Mt. San Jacinto College (mcevetko@msjc.edu) & Nancy Klump-Schaefer from Mira Costa College (nschaefer@miracosta.edu) accepted a nomination from the floor to serve as Co-chairs for Southern CA. M/S/P: Marlene and Nancy received a unanimous and enthusiastic vote from the members. Thanks for volunteering!

b. Community College report 


i. MDTP Elaine Alster (ealster@gavilan.edu) completed a sabbatical project to evaluate the MDTP for inclusion into the CC LD Model. There are 4 tests which are normed; you choose the most appropriate level for the student (give the test which is 1 step below their current placement). The MDTP was developed by UC and CSU, and is already used in over ½ of all community colleges for placement. Elaine received approximately 33,000 tests to norm, with good demographics. On the MDTP each score is broken down into sub topic scores, for instructional purposes. The CA CC LD Model has been updated, with new eligibility forms and tables which include this test. Elaine designed answer sheets and scoring templates for schools which don’t have computerized scoring available through their placement centers; she sent them via the LD listserve last summer. She also disseminated a special license agreement available for LD programs ($400 for 3 year license), where the college doesn’t use it for placement. MDTP will be included in CARS-W, but please don’t publish the norms elsewhere. 

Note: If the student received accommodations of extra time on the MDTP for placement purposes, don’t use that score for LD Eligibility. It must be administered under the 45 minute standard time frame. 

Mary Lawson at Santa Barbara City College (Lawson@sbcc.net) said the few tests they have checked to date showed higher scores than she would have expected. The tests were broadly normed on all incoming students, so this may account for the variance.

Question: How do you choose which test? If the student successfully completed a certain level of math, he or she takes the test for that level. 

Question: What about college placement directors who are skeptical about releasing the MDTP scores for LD purposes? Alfred Maninster at UC San Diego was a developer of the test and is the statewide coordinator of the MDTP. He will speak to anyone who has concerns about using the test in both placement and LD eligibility.

Question: Can the test be used to “test the limits”? Yes. Mark the students’ spot at 45 minutes, then allow them to continue as far as possible.
 
Elaine will ask Scott Hamilton (SHAMILTO@CCCCO.edu) to re-send the MDTP info and forms again via the listserve since some LD Specialists were off work during the summer when it originally posted.

THANKS to Elaine for all her work on this project!

c. UC report – There was no one in attendance who wished to report.

d. CSU report Duron Dula from CSU San Bernardino (ddula@csusb.edu) shared that the CSU Public Affairs Office and Southern CA newspapers have reported several times regarding CSU budget issues. They identified that the 408,000 students system-wide enjoy the lowest state university tuition in the country. The recent 30% hike in tuition was followed by a strong request from the CSU Chancellor to reduce costs at the college levels. Most colleges closed winter and spring admittance, and reduced fall to 0%. Transfer students must complete 60 units, and submit an application by Sept. 30, 2003 for 2004 admittance. The web site is the most convenient way to submit and track an application: www.csumentor.edu or call 800 468-6927 for info regarding any campus.

Note: If family income is less than $60,000 per year, full financial aid is available; however, if the student is over 24 years old, this doesn’t apply.
 
A few campuses didn’t agree to reduce admittance: CSU Los Angeles, CSU Dominguez Hills, CSU Hayward, CSU Humbolt, and San Jose State. For info go to  www.csumentor.edu/filing_status. 

Note: Students must have their math requirements completed by fall before applying. Sue Norton indicated that some students at Long Beach have been allowed substitutions, under special admit. However, some CSU’s and most UC’s may not accept a student (or may reject a course) if he or she did not complete the prerequisites for a required transfer course first.  She recommended that the student contact the specific university to check requirements.


e. Private Colleges report – Ruth Proctor (rproctor@marymount.edu), the LD Specialist from Marymount College, a private 2 year college, said she serves 80 LD students out of 750 students. She accepts the CA CC LD Eligibility Model for purposes of disability documentation, and does limited testing on site for students who cannot afford private testing. 

f. Adult Learning Disabilities Program 
Rina DeRose-Swinscoe directed everyone to the pamphlet in our conference binders. There’s a 3-course series of classes which provides 12 CEU’s for those not interested in the full 18 unit Adult LD Certificate Program.
The whole program consists of an 18 unit graduate level program, containing 6 courses. One graduating class has already completed the program.

A plan is in development for a parallel program at CSU Riverside. Call 916-278-4433 to register. For information, contact Nancy Wylie at 916-278-4804 (wylien@csus.edu) or Rina DeRose-Swinscoe at 916-278-4810 (deroser@csus.edu). An afternoon session tomorrow will answer many questions about the program. 

g. Training Suggestions Bonnie requested volunteers from Northern CA who are interested in being on the Professional Development Committee. No one volunteered so she will ask again at the spring meeting in the north.  She then asked for suggestions for future trainings.  Approximately a dozen people expressed interest in a WIAT workshop. Pauline suggested that local high schools might be interested in WIAT training, too, to make 30 participants.

Marlene said Southern CA had the HTCTU present a workshop regarding technology, e-text, ATPC, etc. at the last Southern CA LD CIG Meeting. It was excellent.

Suzanne Patterson requested a workshop on Asperger’s and related syndromes. Ann Schafer (schafea@scc.losrios.edu) volunteered to check into trainers.

The CIG was surveyed for interest in a WAIS III training but there was not enough interest.  The new WAIS-IV may be released early in 2004. For this reason, future WAIS-III workshops are doubtful.
V. Professional Exchange


a. Results Recommendations – no discussion on this item

b. Readplease.com is a free (demo) text reading software program. Students can use it at home, especially if they cannot afford Kurzweil 3000, but benefit from the auditory support while reading. The full version costs just $49.95

c. Best Practices Survey Marlene Cvetko (mcvetko@msjc.edu) reported that  responses are coming in from around the state to the Best Practices Survey (57 have been received already). Please take a survey (also for non-CAPED members) and turn it in ASAP.

d. Strategies  Liesel Toles Rigsby from Oxnard College (ltoles@vcccd.net) requested strategies for LD via the listserve. She didn’t receive many recommendations yet, so she is continuing her plea for strategies. She will then disseminate and post a collection of these. Liesel sent Susan Hoehn’s (shoehn@glendale.edu) list to the field already, to great acclaim. Mary Lawson (Lawson@sbcc.net) and her team at SBCC designed a strategies list corresponding to the WAIS-III, adapted from the WAIS-III manual, which she will forward to Liesel.

e. Using Interns Southern Sharen Kokaska is presenting a workshop regarding using interns, especially in tight budgetary times. She encouraged everyone to come tomorrow at 10.


f. Other 
CSU Sacramento has an LD Specialist Position (SSP III) open for applications.

An official disability review board was developed to address the issues of athletes who needed to take a reduced load of classes due to disabilities (including LD); this may make them ineligible to play. Other disability issues are discussed in this committee as well. Ann Schaeffer has served on this committee for some time, but needs a new volunteer. Virginia Buttermoore from Los Medanos (vbutterm@losmedanos.net) and Jerry Egusa from Chabot College jegusa@chabotcollege.edu volunteered to replace her. Ann will turn these volunteers’ names into the Board Chair.

The Spring LD CIG meetings are tentatively scheduled for April 23, 2004. Locations will be arranged. 

VI. Adjournment of business meeting -- 12:55 p.m. Adjourn M/S/P
Contact Info:

Elaine Alster ealster@gavilan.edu 

Virginia Buttermoore vbutterm@losmedanos.net
Bonnie Clark Bonnie.Clark@evc.edu 

Marlene Cvetko mcevetko@msjc.edu 

Rina DeRose-Swinscoe at (deroser@csus.edu
Milly Douthit mdouthit@crafton.sbccd.cc.ca.us 

Duron Dula ddula@csusb.edu
Rocky Dunn dunner@csus.edu
Jerry Egusa jegusa@chabotcollege.edu
Malia Flood mflood@swc.cc.ca.us

Maureen Fry mfry@rccd.cc.ca.us
Terri Goldstein terri.goldstein@csuci.edu
Scott Hamilton SHAMILTO@CCCCO.edu
Susan Hoehn shoehn@glendale.edu
Joyce Kirst jkirst@bakersfieldcollege.edu
Nancy Klump-Schaefer nschaefer@miracosta.edu
Sharon Kokaska s.kokaska@verizon.net 

Marcia Krull mkrull@pe.net
Mary Lawson Lawson@sbcc.net 

Sue Norton nort1@owl.csusm.edu
Cindy Owens cowens@cypress.edu 
Suzanne Patterson pattersons@mail.yosemite.cc.ca.us 

Ruth Proctor rproctor@marymount.edu
Liesel Toles Rigsby ltoles@vcccd.net
Ann Shaffer schafea@scc.losrios.edu
Terry Stark terrystark@CAPED2000
Pauline Waathiq waathiqpauline@deanza.edu
Nancy Wylie wylien@csus.edu
- Respectfully submitted by Joyce Kirst

LD CIG Minutes 10-13-2003unapproved
Page 1 of 6

