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Academic Requirements for Admission

Community College

A desire to attend college

Four Year Universities

       Have graduated high school

       Taken SAT or ACT Exam

Academic Requirements for Admission

Grade C or better in the following:

           4 years: English

           3 years: Math

           2 years: Social Science, 1yr. U.S. History or U. S. Hist. & Government

           2 years: Science with a lab (1 yr. biological & 1 yr. physical)

           2 years: Foreign Language (Sign Language may be accepted)

           1 year: Visual & Performing Arts; Dance, Theatre/Drama, Music

           1 year: Elective chosen from the subjects listed  

Combination of SAT/ACT Scores and GPA 

Appropriate Documentation

Visually Impaired                  Medical

Hearing Impaired                  Medical

Physically Disabled-               Medical

Psychiatric Disabilities-           Medical

Learning Disabilities-             Psycho-Educational/Neuropsychological ssessment  

Attention Deficit Disorder       Medical (prefer Neuropsychological ssessment)       

What is Included in a Psycho-Educational Assessment?

Cognitive Capability (measuring aptitude)

Academic Achievement


Reading Decoding

             Reading Comprehension

             Spelling


Written Language

             Math Calculation

             Math Story Problems

Information Processing

What is Included in a Psycho-Educational Assessment? cont’d.)

Specific Diagnosis

Clinical Summary

Recommendations

Qualified Professional
The Language of Disabilities

Learning Disability does not equal learning style

Learning Differences and Learning Difficulties do not eet eligibility requirements for a diagnosis and are not protected under the law

The Laws

      IDEA-                                           

Free and Appropriate                    

Mandatory Education

Entitlement Law                            

Remedial Learning Tools              

Outcome Oriented                             

Successful Learning
ADA

Optional Education
Civil Rights Law

Compensatory Strategies and Accommodations
Equal Access, NOT Equal Outcome
Keiser, S. (1998). International Dyslexia Association Conference

The Laws cont’d.)
Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act

No student should be discriminated against on the basis of his/her disability.

Section 508 1998 Amendment of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act

No student should be denied access to electronic and information technology (software, websites, copy machine, etc.)
What is a Functional Limitation?

The manner in which your disability limits you in performing activities of daily living, educational and job related tasks in comparison to the average student/person

What is an Accommodation?

Generally viewed as assistive devices or adaptations that serve to ease the impact of the disability when performing certain activities

Provided to circumvent the area of weakness or disability

Removes the possibility of discrimination by assessing the person’s knowledge base or strengths not judging him/her on the weakness

Utilized to “level the playing field” 

The Concept of Inclusion

At the postsecondary level, there are no special classes for students with disabilities

Inclusion teaches tolerance of differences    

Student has choice to disclose or not disclose 

Top 10 Recommendations for Meaningful Transitions from High School into College
Student needs to be able to discuss disability and how it impacts him/her

Student’s documentation should contain recent comprehensive evaluative information

Student should register with college disability services office

Every IEP needs to include self advocacy skills training

Student should be adept at using adaptive equipment if appropriate

10 Recommendations (cont’d.)

Student should be accustomed to requesting testing accommodations

Testing accommodations in college may differ than in high school

Do not necessarily expect course substitutions

Recognize rights and responsibilities

Be realistic- considered otherwise qualified

Jeanne Kincaid (2000)

Mandated Services in a College Setting

Priority Registration

Extended time to take exams (time and one half or double)

Test Proctoring

Note Takers

Access to Print Material (readers and/or assistive technology)

Tutoring is not a mandatory accommodation and is provided at the discretion of the institution 

Factors for Academic Success

Learn which compensatory strategies and accommodations are appropriate for your disability

One may never use the disability as an excuse

Remedial training in college is considered unnecessary and inappropriate, but it may be available

Employ compensatory strategies as lifelong ways to work around the disability

Necessities for Academic Success

Appropriate study skills

Appropriate note taking skills

Test taking strategies

Appropriate ways to read text material

Time management skills

Memory strategies

Six Attributes That Contribute to Success

According to Raskind, et al. (2003)

Self-Awareness

Proactivity

Perseverance

Emotional Stability

Goal Setting

Use of Support Systems

Self-Awareness

Refers to the ability of the individual to understand how the learning disability affects his/her life academically and socially.

The learning disability is only one aspect of life.

Accepts strengths & weaknesses and is not defined by the disability.

Proactivity

Relates to the individual having the belief that he/she has the ability to make decisions.

Has control over the outcome of one’s life.

Takes responsibility for both positive and negative decisions and actions.

Perseverance

The ability to continue to pursue goals despite roadblocks.

Knows when to alter or modify decisions and choose alternate strategy.

Emotional Coping Strategies

Develop awareness to one’s emotional hot buttons.

Develop strategies to deal with stress, frustration, and adversity.

Goal-Setting

Involves the ability to set specific goals that can be modified or adjusted to meet the demands or circumstances of the situation.

Set realistic goals with appropriate plan or strategy to be obtained.

Use of Effective Support Systems

Seek support to provide guidance, reinforcement, and encouragement throughout life.

Utilize the support as a sounding board for appropriate decision making and realistic expectations. 

Conclusion

Students with disabilities can be successful in college…

Register with disability office

Knowledge of support services

Self inventory of strengths and weaknesses

Willingness to work hard and take responsibility for self

FOSTER POSITIVE ATTITUDES

Questions?

