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Disability Studies Course Outline
Introduction:  Purpose of Disability Studies

I. Conflicting modes of Hope

a. Modernist

b. Postmodernist   

II. Conflicting models of Disability

a. Medical Model
b. Civil Rights Model

III. The Disability Rights Movement

a. The Model of Disability as Identity Politics

b. The Model of Disability enshrined in the ADA

IV. Disability Studies Curriculum
a. Interdisciplinary

b. Cross-cultural

c. On a par with race, class, gender, sex and sexual orientation

d. Focus is upon external barriers

e. Challenges the medical model

V. The Construction of Disability

a. Inventing the normal

i. The  ideal 

ii. The grotesque

b. Statistics

c. Eugenics

d. Madam Bovary – enforcing normalcy
VI. Constructing the modernist mode of hope
a. Rationalist 1750-1815

b. Romantic 1815-1860

c. Evolutionary 1860-1900

d. Modernist 1900-present
VII. Modernism and Interventionist Social Science

a. Progress through natural science – urban, industrial and technological culture

b. Fallout from the capitalist/technological expansion – a variety of social ills

i. School failure

ii. Delinquency  

iii. Crime

iv. Poverty
VIII. Inventing the Social Sciences

a. Imitators of the natural sciences

b. Social Sciences entrusted with interventions

c. Social Science Professions

i. Psychology

ii. Social work

iii. Education 

iv. Special Education

d. Claiming scientific legitimacy

e. Standardized intelligence testing – the number is…

i. Alfred Benet

ii. Henry Herbert Goddard – measurement psychology

iii. Stanford Benet

IX. The technologies of normalization

a. Rehabilitation

b. Medicine

c. Special Education

d. Age is a disability that can be slowed 

e. Diet for Bodily Form

f. Plastic Surgery

X. Disability and the media

a. Corporate Media

i. Concentration of ownership

ii. Concentration of information

b. Independent Media

i. No corporate ownership

ii. Disability related news

XI. Disability and Assisted Suicide

a. The Million Dollar Baby

b. The Sea Inside

c. Cindi Shiavo and Sun Hudson 

XII. Economic impact of Disability

a. Prevalence among working aged people

b. Poverty rate and disability

c. Employment rate

d. Labor market activity rate

e. Income 
XIII. Famous people with disabilities

XIV. From disability rights to disability culture
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